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CAMPAIGN 2018 


Battle brewing 
over drug prices 


Menendez likely to target his Senate challenger 
for lobbying effort against cheaper generics 


Sen. Robert Menendez has an “easy counter” to potential criticism of the New Jersey Democrat’s ethics by challenger Bob Hugin, right, a 
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political expert says. J. Scott Applewhite, Associated Press; Ed Murray, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


The Republican business executive challenging Sen. Rob- 
ert Menendez waged a multiyear battle against efforts to 
lower drug prices for consumers and the federal government 
as it fought legislation that could cost the company billions 
of dollars. 

In Bob Hugin’s final year as executive chairman of Cel- 
gene Corp., the Summit-based company spent $2.8 million 
on lobbying in 2017, its most ever, as it helped block legisla- 
tion that could have sped up generic alternatives to its big- 
gest seller, Revlimid, used to treat the rare blood cancer mul- 
tiple myeloma. 

The measure was designed to prevent brand-name phar- 
maceutical companies from refusing to sell certain drugs to 
generic manufacturers or to work with them on safety pro- 
cedures. 

“They’re one of the companies that has been a huge ben- 
eficiary of this abuse and loophole,” said Steven Knievel, an 
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advocate with Public Citizen’s Access to Medicines Program, 
which supports the bill Celgene opposes. “They can charge 
monopoly prices. That is the whole game for the brand-name 
companies.” 

Campaign adviser Chris Russell said Celgene was a suc- 
cess story during Hugin’s tenure. 

“Under Bob Hugin’s dynamic leadership, Celgene was 
transformed from a struggling small business into an inno- 
vative biotech company that is known around the world for 
leading the fight against cancer and chronic disease,” Rus- 
sell said. 

Celgene spokesman Brian Gill said the higher lobbying 
expenses “on a wide variety of issues” were “largely in line 
with industry trends” and reflected “increased congres- 
sional activity” and higher dues paid to trade associations. 

Hugin’s actions could haunt him in his Senate campaign. 
In a Monmouth University poll last February, Americans 
named health care costs as their biggest concern. 

SEE HUGIN, 8 
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WASHINGTON 


Trump to 
governors: 
NRA is on 


‘our side’ 


Says he would have rushed 
in to stop school shooting 


Staff and wire reports 


Gov. Phil Murphy joined fellow gover- 
nors Monday at the White House, where 
they discussed guns and transportation 
with President Donald Trump and mem- 
bers of his administration. 

Murphy and other governors met with 
Trump in the State Dining Room, where the 
discussion centered on gun safety in the 
wake of the mass shooting at a high school 
in Parkland, Florida. 

The president did not throw his support 
squarely behind any particular legislative 
proposal Monday, including measures he 
previously floated such as raising the mini- 
mum purchase age for rifles. 

Instead, Trump trumpeted his close ties 
to the leaders of the National Rifle Associ- 
ation, and he predicted that the powerful 
gun rights organization would “do some- 
thing” to respond to the escalating concern 
nationwide about guns. 

The president, who said the NRA is “on 
our side,” asserted that the state leaders 
SEE MURPHY, 7 


EDUCATION 


A hard line on 
protests drawn 
at high school 


But several colleges say 
they'll look the other way 


Adam Clark and Bill Duhart 
For The Star-Ledger 


A New Jersey school reportedly threat- 
ened to suspend students and revoke prom 
privileges over a school sit-in, on the same 
day several of the state’s colleges said they 
won't hold it against high schoolers if they 
get in trouble for protesting. 

Students at Cherry Hill High School East 
were warned during Monday morning’s 
announcements that they would be sus- 
pended and banned from their senior trip 
and prom if they participated in a “planned 
SEE PROTESTS, 3 
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° Tap into your home's equity and enjoy the personalized 
service we're known for! 


@9> SPENCER SAVINGS BANK «: 


% ai SpencerFlex Line 
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*New customers only. APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Property must be an owner-occupied 1-4 family home in New Jersey or Bucks County, PA. Application Fees as follows: Lines up to $150,000: $150 (which will be waived for first time Spencer Home Equity Line applicants), Lines above $150,000 up to $249,999: $225 (1 family), FDIC 
$450 (2-4 family), Lines of $250,000 or more: $300 (1 family), $450 (2-4 family); however, if the line is secured by a property in excess of 2,800 square feet a fee of $500 will be charged. Commitment Fee of $150 (waived if at least $25,000 is drawn at closing to pay creditors other than Spencer Savings). Conversion Fee of $75 ($125 
in the first year). Early Termination Fee if line is closed within the first 24 months: $300 (lines up to $100,000) or $500 (lines above $100,000). As of 1/31/18 the Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal was 4.50% resulting in a Rate of 4.00%. There is a Maximum Rate of 13.990% and a Floor Rate of 2.75%. Property 
Insurance required. Flood Insurance may be required. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to credit approval. LENDER 


